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shores of the north-western extremity of the Soviet Union,
the ice-cold waters of the Arctic Ocean penetrate through
the Behring Strait into the Pacific, to form cold currents
offshore, which considerably cool the climate, especially in
summer. In winter cold. dry, anticyclonic winds blow from
the interior of the land mass. In summer the cold currents cool
the \vinds from the sea and cause fogs, rain, storms., and squalls.
The Tundra zone penetrates farther to the south than else-
where in Siberia. Snow begins to fall in October and lies
on the ground until the first week of June, or even later.
The region may be divided as follows: (i) the narrow
coastal plain of the Okhotsk Sea, north of the mouth of the
Amur; (2) the Kamchatkha Peninsula; (3) the Chukhot
Peninsula, divided by the Anadir Range of mountains into
the Kolyma and Anadyr basins. The entire region is separated
from the Yakut Republic by the Dzhug-Dzhur and Kolyma
Ranges, which run close to the coast.
THE COASTAL PLAIN OF THE OKHOTSK SEA
The plain is very narrow, being bounded on the west by
high mountains which in some places come down to the
shore with steep rocky slopes, or cliffs. The coast itself is
exceptionally straight, with few bays or natural harbours.
The sharp, cold, rain-bearing winds of summer create condi-
tions much more difficult for human activity than the more
continental climate of Yakutia, In winter the sea is frozen.
The native Lamuts, who belong to the Tungus group of
peoples, fish, hunt seals, breed reindeer, and engage in the
fur trade. Gold is found near the small ports of Okhotsk and
Ayaii. In recent years a rich gold-bearing district has been
developed in the upper Kolyma region. It is connected by
a motor road with Magadan, and a new port on Negayev Bay.
KAMCHATKHA
The Kamchatkha Peninsula is about 750 miles in length.
It consists of two parallel ranges of mountains separated by